US Peace Corps in Ukraine Survival Ukrainian

Lesson 2
Alphabet - A6eTka

Listen carefully to the Ukrainian speaker the first time, then try to repeat the sounds
with the speaker the second time.

. Approximate English sound equivalent
Ukrainian letter
Like
Aa a in bar
b6 b in book
BB vV in voice
rr h in how
e g in get
nna d in dot
Ee e in ten
€e ye in yes
Hox zh in pleasure
33 z in zone
Nn y in byte
i ee in meet
[N yee in yeast
N i y in boy
Kk k in key
nn | in lamp
M m m in man
HH n in nose
Oo o in port
Mn p in spoon
Pp r in roof
Cc s in small
TT t in tart
Yy (o]0] in moon
dd f in fine
XX kh in Loch Ness
Uu ts in cats
Yy ch in chair
L w sh in shine
L shch in rash choice
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no sound it softens the previous consonant
b apostrophe’ in
transliteration
LON1e) yoo in youth
Aa ya in yard

As you can see and hear, some Ukrainian letters have equivalent sound in English
but look quite different:

Ukrainian letter Corresponding sound English letter
in both languages
[b]

[h]

[p]

[f]

[d]

[z]

[1]

gwBz|e | am
rFINO o I o

Perhaps the most confusing are the letters that look like Latin but in Cyrillic
represent different sounds.

Ukrainian letter- Corresponding English letter/sound
“false friend” sound
in Ukrainian

B [v] Vv
P [r] R
C [s] S
H [n] N
X [kh] -

[kh]

as in Loch Ness

Y [o0] -

[00]

as in moon
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